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The Israelites to whom Jeremiah prophesizes, have been taken captive, 

imprisoned, driven and dragged from their homeland and deprived of their place of 

worship. The people lost hope of ever returning home. They cried out to God. 

Despair happens to humans when we no longer have hope; when an 

alternative future promised by God doesn’t seem to be real. 

Jeremiah turns his people and us toward the future… to God’s promise that 

all of Israel will have a safe, just and peaceful future under a new righteous ruler. 

That promise gives comfort to a people waiting, waiting while in exile. God’s 

promise gives them hope and helps them begin to see their lives restored. 

Advent is a time when we anticipate, we wait patiently, and we trust in 

God’s promises for a new future. The reality is we live in times much like the 

Israelites, when God’s promises aren’t always immediate and tangible; they seem 

to disappear at times, and so we wait, with faith and patience. 

We realize that people are waiting, waiting through endless suffering and 

despair for that new future to take effect in their lives. 

Waiting is a sign of Advent. 

Jeremiah was a sign; a prophet speaking out about the promises of God to 

restore the people Israel to their homeland. 
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God says through Jeremiah that a descendant of David will bring “justice 

and righteousness,” peace and security. Our world says during this season, that 

consumerism will deliver immediate fulfillment. There’s no waiting! 

I believe we experience times of looking back, longing for a different day  

because we’re afraid of the future. The future brings uncertainty. We’re unsure of 

what’s going to happen lending an air of fear to our lives. And here comes God 

promising a future to those in exile; promising new days full of righteousness. 

“The Lord is our righteousness” (Jer. 33:16). Righteousness is conduct in 

accord with God’s purposes. It is doing the good thing as opposed to the wrong 

thing. Righteousness is the humble ethic of living toward others in just and loving 

relationships. Our life together, as a community of believers, embodies the nature 

of God. That’s righteousness! Righteousness is a sign of Advent! 

Here we anticipate an encounter with the sweet baby Jesus and instead we 

hear from a stern, adult Jesus, shaking up the whole universe and turning it upside 

down. That’s not the Advent message most people expect to hear. It certainly is not 

what confronts us at shopping malls. It certainly is not what we experience in our 

deeply ingrained cultural Christmas season. 

On this first Sunday of Advent we hear the apocalyptic coming of Jesus for a 

second time. There’s no White Christmas here. There’s no sleigh bells ringing and 

people singing. It’s about ominous signs. It’s a strange text for Advent, 
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proclaiming the end times. We hear not just to prepare but to beware! We’re told to 

pay attention to the signs: they warn us that end times are coming. 

Sign – the sun, moon and stars array in chaos, roaring seas and waves… 

Sign – Distress among the nations on earth… 

Sign – People in fear, fainting and worrying… 

Sign – Powers of heaven shaken… 

Sign – The Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory… 

Are those the signs we look for during Advent? 

God initiates an incredible and transformative chain of events, from the 

announcement of the coming of the infant, God-incarnate, which is a peculiar way 

to proclaim God’s in-breaking of the world, juxtaposed by frightening images of 

the last days – the signs we just mentioned. 

And yet, there’s a hopeful message – heaven and earth may pass away but 

the Word of God stands firm.  

The kingdom of God is at hand – that’s hopeful – that’s a good sign. Jurgen 

Moltmann, a German theologian, describes hope as “the divine power that makes 

us alive in this world.” Hope is necessary to live our lives. Hope is a sign of 

Advent. 

Eternal salvation is promised through God – that’s a good sign – Heavenly 

things replace earthly things – that’s a good sign too.  
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It’s shocking though that on this first Sunday of the Church year, we are 

starting a new beginning but we hear about Christ’s second coming. The Bible has 

a way of exhorting us to pay attention, be alert, stay awake, instructing us about the 

now and not yet. We don’t want to miss anything. 

Our righteousness, our conduct towards God is a sign of Advent, a sign of 

our faith in the future, a sign of our trust in God’s promises. God promises us a 

new beginning, even when we feel we’re in exile. 

All of us experience a tsunami of emotions during Advent and Christmas – 

we want to be joyous, full of the Spirit. In truth, there are some of us in exile, due 

to whatever may be excluding us from the hope of this season. 

We may feel that we’re in Exile – when a health crisis confronts us or a 

loved one 

We may feel that we’re in Exile – when we experience a broken relationship 

We may feel that we’re in Exile – when an adult child struggles in life 

We may feel that we’re in Exile – when we’re overwhelmed by all the 

suffering we witness around the world 

We may feel that we’re in Exile – when we feel like a stranger in our own 

family, workplace, or congregation. 
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Jesus, the Son of Man, brings about God’s kingdom. In whatever way we 

see ourselves, our church, our nation, our world, God’s faithfulness can be trusted 

to bring renewal and restoration to a world in exile. 

Our realities, our exiles of brokenness and evil trouble us. At the same time 

there are realities of grace and unconditional love and mercy. Life is worth living 

because it is a gift. As we celebrated last week, we can only accept this gift of life 

with thanksgiving because we trust the promise that lies behind it. And we pray for 

the strength to do what is necessary to fill it with the faithfulness in us – as we wait 

for God. 

What are the signs you are looking for this Advent? -- Frightening, bold and 

even beautiful glimpses of God – The signs I prefer to see during Advent would 

include a manger with Mary holding the Christ child in her arms, or any mother 

holding a child, a father and son reconciling, a family gathered together around a 

table adorned with food, a church praying together for God’s guidance. 

So, we look up and prepare ourselves for two comings – God coming to 

earth in the infant Jesus whom we await at Christmas and Christ returning to earth 

at a time we do not know. 

We prepare the only way we can, by hoping in our loving God who comes to 

us in Jesus Christ. 
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This text is so much more than fear and frightening images. It is marked 

with hope and expectation – God in Christ is coming because God loves us – 

because God wants to redeem us. Jesus calls us to stand up and raise our heads, 

because our redemption is drawing near. 

Is it the end of the beginning or the beginning of the end? Let’s stay awake 

and see – let’s look for signs of God in our midst. Despite all that is falling apart in 

this world, Advent brings us hope in Christ and in the promises of God. It’s a new 

church year, a new future ahead, lives will be renewed, restored, relationships 

redeemed and congregations built up into faithful action. That’s the promise of 

God. That’s worth waiting for. 

May we recognize the signs and hear ourselves this Advent saying, “Ah hah! 

God is with us!” Amen. 


