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Before Jesus’ betrayal and arrest… 

Before his visit to the High Priest, Caiaphas… 

Before Peter denies him… 

Before he was sentenced to death… 

Before Jesus was crucified… 

Jesus prayed a very personal and urgent prayer. He prayed knowing what was to 

come of him. He prayed for himself and he prayed for his disciples. He prayed his 

heart out to God. And he prayed for you and me. 

Our Gospel reading today is from John chapter 17. Let’s now look at what 

Jesus does before the end of his earthly existence.  Listen for the word of God.  

“John 17……”  

Jesus had said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

them.” A church building is often called God’s house. In reality God’s household is not 

a building but a group of people. God lives in us and He shows himself to the outside 

world through us and our actions. The world is always watching. We come together as 

a community, in worship, because it’s in and through the ritual of worship that we 

realize we’re not alone in our faith. It is here where we touch the garment of the living 

God. Here is where we put our faith into action. 

In Psalm 111, the author gives praise to God’s wonderful works; because the 

people have seen the power of God; they have witnessed God’s faithful and just works; 

they know God’s trustworthy laws and the redemption sent to his people, which we 
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know through Christ, our Savior. God’s covenant lasts forever. “Holy and awesome is 

his name.” 

I like that big picture view; how we can praise God because of what God has 

done for us. The psalmist condenses God’s care for us and the world. He’ll do right by 

us. But, I also like today’s Gospel reading. It gets down to the nitty gritty details of 

Christ’s passion for us, at a time fraught with anxiety and fear. This is personal soul 

searching by Jesus Christ before he dies and it gives us pause to think about ourselves 

and where we’re headed. 

Jesus prays for himself; he prays that God may be glorified through him and 

that he may give eternal life to all whom God has given him. Jesus completely 

trusts God even though he knows what lies ahead. Jesus did what God had asked him 

to do. At times in my life, I admit I have prayed to God to show me the way. I ask, 

“Lord, what am I to do now?” And I feel embarrassed about praying for myself when 

there’s so many people who need prayers before me. Jesus had finished his work on 

earth. It was time to say goodbye but no one wanted to hear it. 

This past week God called home two pillars of faith from our community: 

Louise Oswalt and Oren Hilton. Their work was finished here and yet, we grieve their 

loss. We don’t want to say goodbye. 

Deep in the bowels of a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier a man works on a long 

wooden table, folding, and stretching, and untangling, and folding again. He’s done it 

hundreds of times. Does anyone notice? Does his work matter? Maybe these thoughts 
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enter his mind as he continues the monotonous task. But the man was diligent in his 

work, and it made a difference.  

Charles Plumb, a U.S. Navy jet pilot in Vietnam, was on his 75th combat 

mission. He was five days away from going home, but his plane was destroyed by a 

missile. After maneuvering his plane right side up, he ejected and parachuted into 

enemy territory. He was captured and spent the next 6 years in a communist 

Vietnamese prison. He survived the ordeal and lectured about that experience. 

One day, after Plumb had returned home, he and his wife were sitting in a 

restaurant, and a man at another table came up and said, “You’re Plumb! You flew jet 

fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!” 

“How in the world did you know that?” asked Plumb. 

“I packed your parachute,” the man replied. 

As Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude the man pumped his hand and said, “I 

guess it worked!” 

“It sure did,” Plumb assured him. If your chute hadn’t worked. I wouldn’t be 

here today.” 

Jesus also prayed for his disciples, those who had been given to him. He had 

made God’s name known to them. He had taught them that everything he had been 

given came from God, including himself. He asks for their protection but we know 

what the world will do with these disciples.  
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Plumb said he couldn’t sleep that night, thinking about that man who recognized 

him in the restaurant. “I kept wondering what he might have looked like in a Navy 

uniform: a white hat, a bib in the back, and bell-bottoms. I wonder how many times I 

might have seen him and not even said ‘Good morning, how are you?’ or anything 

else. You see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a sailor.” 

Jesus then prays on behalf of those who will believe in him through the word 

spoken by the disciples. He prays that those who come to believe may all be one. He 

prays that the same glory given him be given to those who come to believe, so that 

they may be one for the world to know that God has sent Jesus his son. Jesus 

remembers the love which God poured into him, which he has poured into us. 

Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor had spent beside a long wooden 

table in the bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of 

each chute, each time holding in his hands the fate of someone he didn’t know.  

God asks us to be disciples, to serve others, and to become one with Christ. 

Christ says to God, “What you asked of me, that I have done.” 

• I glorified you on earth. 

• I have manifested your name to the men and women whom you gave me 

out of the world. I have told them about the Father. And, 

• I have given them the words which you gave me.  

• He might well have said, “I packed their parachutes”! 
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How many times will we try and do life by ourselves, with no one’s help? How 

many times will we fail because we’re doing it alone? I know how difficult it is to live 

a life of faith alone without sharing it with anyone. I used to keep my faith to myself. I 

thought that I was weak because I believed in God and didn’t believe in myself. We, 

the community of believers need one another. We may not be flying jet fighters but we 

need people to pack our parachutes and we need to pack someone else’s parachute. 

That’s Christian community. 

           When we worship together, when our church body is together, when we serve 

the Lord in unity, the “I am” falls away to the stronger “We are…” Community is 

powerful. It has changed the world since the time Jesus prayed for us. We make a 

difference in people’s lives because we live in the world, not off in a secluded corner. 

Worship is one place to leave the world behind and get connected to God and to your 

fellow believers in Christ. 

It is with Christ’s commission, Christ’ authority, Christ’s trust in them and 

Christ’s hopes centered upon them under God, that the disciples are set to their 

immense and hazardous and impossible looking task. And Jesus is sure that given the 

help of God, they are able to see it through if they are zealous and wholehearted in the 

business. And so he prays, “Help them to devote themselves to it without reservation 

as the end and purpose of their lives; accept them as men and women dedicated to your 

service, to the spreading of the truth, and the sharing with others what I have brought 

to them from you.” It was a bold faith. 
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I believe our faith is equally bold! Jesus left eleven wavering men, upon the 

point of deserting him; and then at this huge immovable crowded world, so set in its 

way: what chance is there of anything worthwhile coming from a pathetically futile 

effort of eleven men afraid of the future? Yet, said Christ with assurance, “They can do 

it: they, and I, and God.” And Jesus prayed that we can do it too. You, Jesus and God. 

It is not only for the eleven remaining disciples that Christ prayed so daringly; 

and not from them alone that he expected so much. He prayed for us. “I do not pray for 

these only, but also for those who are to believe in me through their word.” This stops 

me over and over again in my life. My soul is touched by Christ’s prayer before he is 

betrayed and crucified. He cared that much for you and me that he prayed for us! 

Christ singles out as the supreme requirement for his church: 

1) Unity with God, that we should live with and in God; that’s first , that’s all-

important. And second is 

2) Unity with another, unity in community, that we shall draw nearer to one 

another.  

When we ae one in Christ, and one in community, we can do and have done 

mighty things in the name of our Lord. 

About three years into Plumb’s imprisonment, the North Vietnamese were 

getting a lot of flak from the World press about their treatment of prisoners and their 

torture techniques. So they decided to release some guys early as proof of their good 

will. Most of them were given an opportunity to go home early. But they had a code; 
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the Code of Conduct. It’s not a military regulation, it’s only a code. You can’t be court-

martialed for violating it. And yet, they knew the strength of their unity, so they 

elected not to accept early release. They remained as one, as we are one. 

You’ll never be a prisoner of war, you’ll never have to pace three steps one 

direction and then turn around and pace three steps the other while confined to a prison 

cell. But, each of us has a choice. We have the choice to stand up and be counted for 

what we believe God has called us to do. We have the choice to give of ourselves and 

pack parachutes. We have a choice to be part of Christ’s team. When you look back on 

your life, you don’t count dollars; you count the parachutes you packed. We may need 

to ask ourselves, but who are we going to trust to pack our parachute? I trust God. I 

also trust you. I trust this church and its members to pack parachutes. 

Let us pray. Now to the One, who by the power at work within us is able to do 

far more abundantly than all we can ask or imagine, to God be glory in the church and 

in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


