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There was a new pastor in town. One day he went out to visit a few 

parishioners. At one house he saw a light on, but no one responded to his repeated 

knocks. So, he left his card and wrote on the back of it. Rev. 3:20, “Behold, I stand 

at the door knocking.” Next week his card came back in the offering plate. A new 

scripture had been written on it, Gen. 3:10. The pastor looked up the quotation and 

began to chuckle. Gen. 3:10 says, “I heard you calling in the garden and I was 

afraid, because I was naked.” Things aren’t always what they appear to be. 

Today we celebrate Epiphany, the Twelfth Day since Christmas. Does it 

seem like 12 days have passed since Christmas? Epiphany concludes our 

Advent/Christmas season. We began with anticipation of the coming of the Lord. 

Today, we say boldly, “Arise, shine, for your light has come,” as we rejoice with 

the Wise Men in the recognition of Jesus as Lord to the rest of the world. In its 

Greek translation Epiphany means “to be manifest” or “to appear openly; 

revealed.” We know that things aren’t always what they appear to be. 

Christmas is past – life seems to find its way back to normal – I like the 

glow of Christmas to linger awhile – keep the Christmas tree up and the lights on – 

still play Christmas music – but sooner or later I’ve got to move forward - the 

shepherds have gone back to their sheep – Joseph and Mary have gone home. We 

return home – our guests return home. Joseph returned to his job as a carpenter – 

we return to our jobs. Mary is adjusting to a new life with a baby named Jesus – 
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we’re adjusting to a new year. And yet, I want to linger and ponder what has been 

revealed to us and how we respond.  

It’s easy to get caught up in the images from this passage: the wise men, the 

Star, the gifts from the Magi’s treasure chests, and king Herod’s shadowy plans. 

The gifts were gold, appropriate for a King; frankincense, a temple perfume for 

sacrifice used by a priest; and myrrh for someone who is going to die. The Gentile 

visitors from the East “knelt down and paid him homage.” Devoted, they “adored” 

the Christ. They traveled a long way to finish what they came to do, worship the 

new King.  

 For many of us, especially artistic types, we start and stop projects all the 

time. Artists draw one sketch after another. Writers go from one draft to another. 

Leonardo da Vinci was more than an artist. He was a very gifted man with much in 

his treasure chest; artist, sculptor, mathematician, scientist, architect, musician, 

engineer. He finished many projects in his life, finished many paintings, 

considered masterpieces, like the Mona Lisa, and The Last Supper. 

There’s one painting we know he didn’t finish. Over the centuries, various 

painters have portrayed visit of the Magi, but one of the most famous – despite its 

being unfinished – is da Vinci’s Adoration of the Magi. The artist had been 

commissioned in 1480 to paint this 8-by-9 foot work for the main altar of the 

monastery of San Donato a Scopeto, near Florence. 
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Da Vinci was 29 at the time, and he worked on it for quite a while, getting 

the piece to its brown ink and yellow ocher groundwork stage. But then he moved 

to Milan and left it behind, never to work on it again. Eventually the assignment 

was given to another artist who provided the requested painting to the monastery in 

1496. Da Vinci’s unfinished work still exists and is on display in the a gallery in 

Florence. Though uncompleted, it is recognized in the art world as one of his most 

important works. 

Herod called the wise men back and asked them to find the child and to let 

him know where they had found him. We know the heart of Herod. It was evil. He 

was jealous and would kill to prevent another king to take his throne.  The reaction 

of the Magi is opposite of Herod’s reaction. They were adoring and praising the 

child; they felt compelled to kneel down, present the very best gifts they could 

offer, be lost in wonder, love and praise. They were overwhelmed with joy! How 

fast did they make their decision? It seems to me they wasted no time in 

worshiping Jesus. Scripture says, as soon as the star stopped they were 

overwhelmed with joy. They knew something was different! 

 

 Wouldn’t it be great if our unfinished projects were also considered very 

important? Imagine all the stuff you could let go of, saying, “It’s not finished and it 

never will be, but it’s got high value.” 
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 To start with, not many of us can rival da Vinci in terms of genius and 

artistry. But even if we could, do we really want our contributions to the world to 

be in the form of works we started but never completed? 

 Da Vinci himself had a reputation as being unreliable at completing 

commissioned works. Whatever the reason, da Vinci never finished the portrayal 

of the Magi adoring Jesus. But, the Magi finished their work of adoration – 

bowing down, worshiping Jesus, giving him gifts from their treasure chest. Da 

Vinci didn’t. What have we left in our treasure chests for Jesus? 

 It’s not that we don’t plan to finish projects or don’t plan to adore Jesus, but 

we deal with flagging energy or unexpected hurdles. Sometimes it’s almost as if 

some chaotic force is triggered when we’re within sight of the finish line – 

something like the Allstate Insurance ”mayhem” commercials – which delights in 

sidetracking our plans. You resolve to be more intentional about your devotional 

and prayer life, so you rearrange your schedule to allow yourself a half hour of 

quiet time at home. But just as you are getting into your prayers, the phone rings. 

You answer the call that interrupts your good intentions.  

Let’s not heap guilt about unfinished projects around the house. But if we 

want to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, that means following through on 

intended good deeds, missions to which we are called and resolutions to let go of 
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prejudices and hatreds. It means doing the right thing long-term and adoring Jesus 

as consistently as we can, sharing the good news with others. 

In light of the New Year, it’s not uncommon for us to make a good start and 

then, a fresh wave of problems and obstacles block our good intentions. We 

shouldn’t be surprised if things that have never gone wrong before, go wrong now. 

We shouldn’t be surprised if our passion for the endeavor suddenly evaporates. 

Our treasure chests are full of good intentions. How do we respond to the 

revelation of Jesus Christ to the world? 

 One of the signs that we are maturing in faith, that God’s not finished with 

us yet, is when we realize and accept that the Christian life is not only a matter of 

initial repentance and commitment, but also a matter of perseverance. As Paul told 

the Galatians, “So, let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at 

harvest time, if we do not give up” [Ga. 6:9]. I believe we’re unfinished Christians, 

always striving to grow in faith and in a spiritual life. We have gifts to give and the 

gift of Christ to take into our hearts. What I think we might overlook is that we’re 

masterpieces created by the Master himself. The gift of Christmas is Christ but the 

gift we give back to Christ is our life.  

Being a complete Christian is more than completing a mission project or 

seeking more holiness in living. The life of faith is not a 100-yard dash; it’s a 

marathon. It’s not a tourist jaunt; it’s an ongoing pilgrimage – sticking with the 
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not-so-easy task we feel God has called us to do, such as continuing to root out our 

unrighteous attitudes and behaviors that impede our spiritual growth, such as 

continuing to work at loving our difficult neighbor as much as we love ourselves. 

 We are an unfinished masterpiece. Open your treasure chest, find the gift of 

Christ and find the gift God has given you and share it. A lot of work has gone into 

us, but God is not through with us. What will this year bring to our lives and how 

will each of us grow in our faith and in discipleship? Amen.  

 


