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In a perfect world… there’d be no illness –  

There’d be no disease – 

There’d be no accidents – 

There’d be no violence – 

There’d be no divorce – 

In a perfect world, there’d be love equally shared by all – 

There’d be kindness practiced by everyone – 

There’d be compassion in all our hearts – 

There’d be forgiveness for everyone – 

There’d be reconciliation in broken relationships – 

In a perfect world, there’d be relationships without abuse, addictions, 

infidelity, lies, and broken promises – 

But that’s not our reality, nor was it in the time of Moses and it wasn’t the 

reality in Jesus’ day either. 

I don’t think I’ve ever preached this scripture. Pretty sure I stayed away 

from this heavy topic. I have been there, in a long-term marriage that ended up in 

mistrust, broken promises, lost dreams, separation and finally divorce. It was not at 

all what I had intended or could have predicted. It was painful and at times, still is. 

I would never wish divorce on anyone. It’s like a death in the family, as far as I’m 

concerned. 
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The Pharisees are testing Jesus, in hopes he will fail the test. God tests us 

too, but God tests us in hopes we will pass. Jesus answered the Pharisees’ question 

with his own, “What did Moses command you?” The Pharisees seem to be 

delighted by responding, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 

and to divorce her.” This law comes from Deuteronomy 24. 

In the time of Moses, a man could divorce his wife but not vice versa. 

Women were treated as their husbands’ property and had few legal rights. The 

consequences of divorce for a wife were often devastating. They had few options 

to support themselves.  

Jesus responds to the Pharisees, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses 

wrote this commandment for you.” Jesus is raising the standard for marriage. The 

fact that Torah Law permits something doesn’t mean that God approves of it. 

Divorce is simply the lesser of two evils – an escape hatch to reduce the destructive 

effects of a hard heart. Ironically, Jesus never says that the Deuteronomy 24 

passage is invalid. 

What Jesus does is he moves the discussion with the Pharisees away from 

Deuteronomy to Genesis, “But from the beginning of the creation, God made them 

male and female.” He’s moving them away from the topic of divorce towards 

marriage, from that which is permitted to that which God intended. He does not 

contest that Deuteronomy 24 permits divorce but says that Moses made the 
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allowance as a concession to our “hardness of heart” – our sinful nature. Jesus does 

not argue with Moses, but instead moves to an even more foundational authority, 

citing Genesis to establish God’s original intent that the man and woman become 

“one flesh.”  

The term “one flesh” means that such union points to an even deeper 

and more enduring relationship created by God. 

“Therefore, what God has joined together, let no man separate.” In Greek, 

the word for joined together, also means yoked together. I don’t know about you, 

but the image of the yoke always puzzles me. It seems negative, but Jesus uses it as 

a metaphor for marriage. Jesus says that marriage reflects God’s creativity. In a 

Godly marriage, God brings the man and woman together, joining them—yoking 

them so that their lives might bless each other and their community. The two are 

stronger together than one going it alone. No one is authorized to disrupt that 

Godly union. 

I don’t need to go over the statistics of divorce in our country. We all know 

someone who’s gone through divorce. Not all marriages are made in heaven. And 

none of us desire to see a spouse abused or battered, who feels trapped by 

circumstances, with no way out. 

The disciples then take their turn asking Jesus about divorce. They too want 

to make sure they understand what Jesus has been saying. They have good 
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intentions. In a house, the disciples talk to Jesus privately. We shouldn’t be 

surprised that they would ask again about this matter, because Jesus’ words to the 

Pharisees constitutes a significant change in the easy divorce policy that prevails in 

that culture. This asking again by the disciples suggests that Jesus’ departure from 

the norm has such significant implications that the disciples want to be sure that 

they heard him correctly. 

Jesus tells the disciples, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 

commits adultery against her.” Strong language! It is a dramatic statement in a 

patriarchal culture that does not acknowledge adultery as an offense against 

women. In ancient times the man’s adultery was considered an offense against the 

wife’s father, with whom the groom originally contracted the marriage, rather than 

against the wife. What? That’s harsh. 

Jesus also said, “If a woman herself divorces her husband, and marries 

another, she commits adultery.” Scholars agree that Jewish women were not free to 

divorce their husbands, so that this verse may reflect practices within Roman 

culture at the time that Mark’s Gospel was written. 

Is Jesus condemning all who divorce and remarry? It sure seems like it. In 

his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus asks us to seek reconciliation for a host of 

offenses. However, many of us have a Christian brother or sister to whom we are 

not reconciled. Does that mean that we are utterly condemned? There are equally 
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high standards regarding murder, adultery, oaths, retaliation and enemies. It 

appears that Jesus is establishing a new and even more impossible law to replace 

the already impossible Mosaic Law. 

I’m searching and wanting that perfect world. Rather than establishing 

hopelessly high standards, Jesus is calling us to a purposely high vision. He wants 

us to conduct ourselves in keeping with God’s will so that we might be a blessing 

to our families, our neighbors, and ourselves. However, when we fail to keep his 

perfect standards perfectly, our failures remind us that our only hope is and always 

was Jesus—cross and open tomb—forgiveness.  

Later in this chapter the disciples question Jesus, “Then who can be saved?” 

Jesus says, “With men it is impossible, but not with God, for all things are possible 

with God.” 

I hope we see how Jesus moves the discussion, both with the Pharisees and 

the disciples, away from legal considerations and toward a vision of God’s 

intention for creation. Jesus doesn’t issue edicts against divorce nor pronounce 

woes on those who divorce and remarry. The “hardness of heart” that caused 

Moses not to close the door absolutely on divorce simply curbs some of the worst 

abuses. This was a fact of life in ancient times and is a fact of life today. 

God intends to bless marriages, including children who are the offspring of 

those married. We witnessed a blessing earlier with Anders Trice, who will take 
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communion for the very first time today. And in a few minutes, we will witness a 

baptism, another blessing from God and related to a marriage. 

I’m always surprised, even shocked when the children are being turned away 

by the disciples. This has always bothered me. People were bringing children to 

Jesus, not for healing, but for blessings. And Jesus was moved with indignation by 

the disciples’ stern words to the children. What is there about a child that fits him 

or her for the kingdom of God? The answer is to be found in the way that children 

receive the kingdom – as a gift. They are dependent on the Father. They come with 

empty hands and trusting hearts. They are totally dependent on God’s grace, and 

that is the only way to receive God’s kingdom. 

Marriage is equally dependent upon God’s grace. All our lives are dependent 

upon God’s grace, because we do not live in a perfect world. Amen. 


