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If we’re honest with one another, most of us have a little stubborn streak in 

us. Some more, some less. My mother, God bless her, was very stubborn. As she 

grew older it seemed she became more and more stubborn. You couldn’t get her to 

budge on much. As I cared for her in Illinois, two hours from my parish, there were 

times when I got frustrated with her stubbornness. I thought I was helping her, 

making decisions that I thought were in her best interest. All my siblings were in 

California. I was the only one who saw my mother every week. The more I tried to 

help, the more she wouldn’t change, or cooperate with me. She would not be 

moved.  

Once, I told a story about my mother to my parish in Illinois, about her 

stubbornness and her inability to go along with my recommendations. After service 

a church member approached me. She was about the same age as my mother. She 

was a very soft-spoken lady who said, “Your mom has earned the right to be 

stubborn. When you’re her age, you’ll be just as stubborn. Deal with it!” I believe 

what she said was, “Be patient,” but what I heard was “Deal with it.”  

What I’m sadly realizing is that I’m just as stubborn as my mother. A very 

dear friend brought this to my attention recently. I was shocked and surprised at 

her comments. However, I soon realized her assessment was correct. Perhaps I was 

being stubborn with my mother’s unwillingness to change her life. Certainly, I 

hadn’t grasped her willingness to live her life her way, not the way I thought best. 
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Sometimes, we get stuck in how we see things and can’t be moved. We 

don’t want to change. We’re strong. We’re tough. We don’t want to be flexible. 

We don’t want anyone telling us what to do.  

The psalmist reminds us, “Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be moved.” Sounds like a license from God to be stubborn. Don’t 

move a muscle, stand firm, like a mountain, just so long as you trust in God. I 

wonder how being stubborn helps or hinders our relationship with God and with 

others? 

I believe God is stubborn. He surrounds his people like the mountains 

surrounding Jerusalem, from this time on and forevermore. God is never going to 

give up on his people; never going to relent in his pursuit of you; never going to 

give in to the Devil. God’s stubborn. His Son Jesus went to the Cross and died for 

our salvation. That’s stubbornness! I’m glad God is like that. Then I can rely on 

God, knowing he will not leave me nor forsake me. 

In Mark’s gospel text from today, we’re surprised by Jesus’ stubbornness. 

Have you ever gone somewhere for some private time; you wanted to be alone and 

then someone you know shows up and wants to talk? Jesus enters a house where he 

wanted no one to know he was there. Then a Gentile woman, the Syrophoenician, 

gets down on her knees and begs Jesus to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
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Jesus seems to have other plans. He’s not moved by this woman. He says, 

“Let the children be fed first...” This text always shocks me. Where’s Jesus’ 

compassion? Is Jesus so unmoved by this woman’s request, he’ll put children 

before her daughter?  

Jesus appears to dig in his heels when he supports his uncaring statement 

about feeding children first, with “…for it is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs.” This dialogue seems confusing, yet, this woman shows her 

stubbornness, her tenacious faith, by responding “Sir, even the dogs under the table 

eat the children’s crumbs.” She doesn’t creep away in despair or hide from her 

origins. She takes Jesus’ dismissal head on, even though she’s from the other side 

of the tracks, homeless, a dog to some people. But she has faith, a courageous 

stubborn faith and when she expresses her faith, only then does Jesus heal her 

daughter. 

This Gentile woman, outside the religious community, would not give in to 

the culture, but instead demanded, insisted, stubbornly faced Jesus and responded 

in a way that touched Jesus. I believe her faith moved him and he in turn, healed 

her daughter. 

We forget how human Jesus was and, in this story, I can see Jesus’ 

humanity. He was mentally and physically exhausted. He seems uncaring, stubborn 

and perhaps had lost sight of his mission, or forgot that God’s people included 
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everyone, not only the Jews. In our humanity we lose sight of our mission too, 

which is called to serve. 

I don’t know if Jesus is right or the woman is right, or both. Ultimately Jesus 

heals her daughter, but the mother must stand firm with Jesus about his mission to 

heal, even though she’s from outside the community. Her stubborn courage moves 

Jesus. What mother, or parent, wouldn’t ask for help? Whether in Jesus’ day or 

ours, social conventions should not stand in the way of helping those in need.  

I’m thinking about Coffee Club, how social conventions of the city 

government, neighbors and the police tell us to do one thing when our hearts are  

telling us to do something else. 

The second story is also about healing. The people beg Jesus to heal the man 

they’ve known all their lives. This man who was deaf, probably had little, if any, 

ability to speak, was someone viewed as having no status in life. He would have 

been barred from social and religious institutions of the day. Typically, the 

community would have turned their back on him, but these people are stubborn. 

They won’t give up and so they beg Jesus to heal the man. Perhaps they are testing 

Jesus and in turn, Jesus takes the man “aside in private, away from the crowd.” I 

don’t know why Jesus wants to keep his ministry secret at times. He didn’t want 

the crowd to see what he was going to do next? 
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Jesus heals the man. He restores him to his community. He sees the value of 

a child of God. The fracture within the community is healed as well. There need be 

no barriers between us, others and God. And Jesus orders them to tell no one of the 

man’s healing and the more he orders them to tell no one, the more zealously 

(stubbornly) they proclaim his healing powers. The crowd keeps its stubborn 

attitude, sticking to what it witnessed and willing to proclaim it, no matter what 

Jesus says. And Jesus, to me, seems to be as stubborn about not wanting anyone to 

share what they witnessed. 

Jesus’ actions illustrate that a “worthless, Gentile girl whose mind was 

devoured by a demon” and a “good for nothing deaf man who couldn’t even speak 

clearly” were indeed children of God to be embraced and valued. We are called by 

God to recognize there are no external barriers between God and any human being; 

not race, class, ethnicity, gender, age, or physical condition. In God’s eyes, we are 

all equally valuable, redeemable and loved. And so, we stubbornly proclaim God’s 

saving grace and that all of God’s children are equal in God’s world. Amen. 


