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PRESBY TERIAN  CHURCH  

F IFTEENTH  SUNDAY   
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GATHERING 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR  WESTMINSTER 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  REV. REBEKAH ABEL LAMAR 

PRELUDE 

 Balm in Gilead  arr. Roger Wilson 

 CALL TO WORSHIP responsive  BUZZY RIIS, LITURGIST 

 Who is like the Lord our God,  
  high above the heavens in glory? 

 Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 Who raises the poor from the dust,  
  and lifts up the needy from the ashes? 

 Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 Who makes the light shine in darkness,  
  gives joy in sorrow, and brings life out of death? 

 Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

 HYMN 275 

 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  EIN’ FESTE BURG 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION unison 

 God of grace,  
 we know that we fall short of being who you create us to be. 
 We are greedy and controlling.  
 We withhold kindness until it suits our needs.  
 We look out for ourselves  
  and ignore the consequences to others.  

Please silence all cellular 

devices for the duration of 

the service. 

 indicates an invitation to 

stand as you are able. 

Please let us know you are 

here today by signing the 

Registration Book located 

in the center of each pew. 

When finished, please pass 

the book toward the center 

aisles so we may call each 

other by name. 

 

 

Long before Isaac Watts 

began to Christianize the 

Psalms, Martin Luther had 

already done so when he 

created the text and tune 

for this, his most famous 

hymn, which is based on 

Psalm 46. Luther 

encouraged metrical 

versions of psalms as well 

as chanted psalms and new 

hymns. 



 Forgive us, Lord.  
 Help us allow your grace to order our lives.  
 Let us live as sinners freed by your powerful forgiveness,  
  and help us to offer that grace to others.  
 In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

RESPONSE | HYMN 626 

 As the Deer  TRADITIONAL 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

FIRST READING   

 Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  Old Testament p. 667 

 The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL | PSALM 113 

 1. Choir, 2. Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Children ages four through 

six years are invited to Wee 

Worship following the 

Children’s Sermon. 

Wee Worship is held in the 

children’s classrooms 

located in the hall behind 

the sanctuary, and children 

may be picked up there 

following worship. 

 

The people sing the refrain  

of the Psalm in response to 

the choir singing the verses. 

The choir introduces the 

refrain, repeated by the 

people, then the verses, 

each followed by the 

refrain, sung by all. 



CHILDREN’S SERMON & PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 

SECOND READING 

 I Timothy 2:1-7  New Testament p. 196 

 The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  REV. REBEKAH ABEL LAMAR 

 Knowledge of the Truth 

THANKSGIVING 
 HYMN 697 

 Take My Life  HENDON 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

  and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

  born of the Virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, dead, and buried;  

  he descended into hell;  

  the third day he rose again from the dead;  

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  

  Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

  and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

  the holy catholic church;  

  the communion of saints; 

  the forgiveness of sins;  

  the resurrection of the body;  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Children at the Lord’s 

Table will meet following 

worship. Children receiving 

Bible’s today are: 

Margaret Sue Browning 

Carter Hale 

Emerson Hale 

Lelia Haas Otts 

Ellen Trice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the Prayer of 

Intercession, we pray 

silently for the petitions 

made known and for those 

of our own knowing. 

The Lord’s Prayer was 

prayed by Jesus to teach 

the disciples how to pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The peace may be 

exchanged with those 

around you as a sign and 

reminder of the peace 

Christ offers us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 GLORIA | HYMN 581 

 Glory Be to the Father  GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 

 THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  And also with you. 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

 



CHORAL ANTHEM 

 There Is A Balm In Gilead  Earlene Rentz 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, 
there is a balm in Gilead to heal a troubled soul. 

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain,  
but then a joyful spirit revives my soul, again. 

If you cannot sing like an angel, if you cannot pray like Paul, you can tell a 
wondrous story of joy and hope for all. 

 DOXOLOGY 

 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING unison 

 Generous God, you are the source of our daily bread.  
 You feed us with your love and you shape us to  
  share in your purpose.  
 Receive these offerings given in faith.  
 Bless them to serve all people in your name.  
 Through Christ we pray, Amen. 

SENDING 

 HYMN 331 

 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand NATIONAL HYMN 

 BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE 

 Trumpet Tune Henry Purcell 

The “balm in Gilead” is an 

African-American spiritual 

with reference from the Old 

Testament (Jer. 8:22 “Is 

there no balm in Gilead?”, 

but the lyrics of this spiritual 

refer to the New Testament 

concept of salvation through 

Jesus Christ. The Balm of 

Gilead is interpreted as a 

spiritual medicine that is 

able to heal Israel (and 

sinners in general). It is 

interesting that the enslaved 

people did not speak in this 

spiritual of the physical 

abuse that they faced in 

their bondage, but of a 

spiritual illness, the “sin-sick 

(troubled) soul.” 

Sending—we are sent out 

to live the Gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. We 

further commit, as a 

congregation, to our 

mission: “We are called by 

the spirit to glorify God, so 

that all may become joyful 

disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

 Usher Captain: Ashford Kettler 

 Sunday Assistants: George Oswalt 
  Sara Bryan 

 Nursery: Sandy Thomason 

 Wee Worship: Amanda Roberds 
  Sarah Otts 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 29 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

I Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 



 

Welcome to Government Street! 
 Visitors are asked to complete the card found in the pew rack  

and return it with the offering. 
 Childcare is available in the nursery for infants to three-years-old. 

 New members are welcomed by profession of faith,  
reaffirmation of  faith, or transfer of membership.  

Please speak with the minister for further information. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT GSPC 

 Interim Children’s Director (20 hours) 

 Interim Youth Director (20 hours) 

 Office & Property Manager (28-34 hours) 

Please visit gspcmobile.org/job-opportunities for job descriptions. Please e-mail 
jobs@gspcmobile.org or speak to Rudy Nordmann or Marcia Wyatt  

if know of someone who might be a good candidate. 

 

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is in the process of discerning the right 

person to serve as our Associate Pastor for Children & Youth. Please keep them in your prayers. 



 

The Presbytery of South Alabama 

and 

Government Street Presbyterian Church 

Mobile, Alabama 

request your prayers and 

invite your presence upon the 

installation of 

Rev. Rebekah Abel Lamar 

as Pastor and Head of Staff 

Sunday, the twenty-ninth of September 

in the year of our Lord, two thousand-nineteen. 

at Eleven o’ clock in the morning. 

 

A reception will follow the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

Ministers of Word and Sacrament are invited to robe in the  

library and participate in the processional. 

 



300 Government Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36602 

251.432.1749 | gspcmobile.org 
 

 Staff  
REV. REBEKAH ABEL LAMAR 

Pastor & Head of Staff 
rebekah@gspcmobile.org 

TOMMY WATTS 
Director of Music & Organist 

tommy@gspcmobile.org 

BARBARA WILLIAMS 
Office & Property Manager 
barbara@gspcmobile.org 

SALLY ERICSON 
Interim Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

sally@gspcmobile.org 

DAWN HEARN 
Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@gspcmobile.org 

SHELIA SMITH 
Director of Food Services 

MARILYN MILLS 
Sexton 

 
 

For the latest calendar and announcements, 
please visit us online at 

www.gspcmobile.org 
@gspcmobile 

 

CALENDAR 
Meals on Wheels | Monday—Friday 11:00a 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
 9:30a Sunday School (all ages) 
  Cherubs’ & Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00a Worship 
  Wee Worship 
 12:00p Children at the Lord’s Table | Fellowship Hall 
  APNC Meeting | Library 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
 7:00a Bible Study | Home of Rudy Nordmann 
 7:45a Bible Study | Home of Ann Adams 
 10:00a Ladies’ Bible Study | Frist Room  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
 6:00p Men’s Disciple Class | Library 
 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal | Sanctuary 
 7:00p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal | Choir Suite 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
 9:30a Sunday School 
  Children’s Choir 
 10:30a Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00a Worship 
  Installation of Rev. Rebekah Abel Lamar 
  Wee Worship 
 12:00p Reception | Fellowship Hall 

THE SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

are given to the glory of God and in memory of  

Elizabeth and Austill Pharr, 

by their family. 


