
GATHERING 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR  WESTMINSTER 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  TOM RUE, LITURGIST 

PRELUDE   Andante in A Major from Sonata No. 3
    F. Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

 CALL TO WORSHIP responsive   

 The Lord is our shepherd.  

  We are the people of God’s pasture,  
  the sheep of God’s hand. 
 God will seek the lost, feed the hungry,  
 and strengthen the weak. 

  Let us worship God. 

 HYMN 517   Here, O Our Lord, We See You 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION unison 

 Sovereign God, we confess that we have not seen your face 
  among our neighbors in need.  
 We have not shared our food with the hungry;  
  we have not offered clothes to the destitute,  
  or shelter to  the homeless.  
 We have not welcomed the stranger,  
  nor have we visited prisoners.  
 We have not paid attention to these our sisters and brothers, 
   and in our neglect we have failed to serve you.  
 Lord, forgive us; open our eyes to recognize your beloved  
  family, in our own community and around the world. 
 Through Christ we pray, Amen.  

Please silence all cellular 

devices for the duration of 

the service. 

 indicates an invitation to 

stand as you are able. 

Please let us know you are 

here today by signing the 

Welcome Book located in 

the center of each pew. 

When finished, please pass 

the book toward the center 

aisles so we may call each 

other by name. 

The stanzas of this hymn 

are selected from a ten-

stanza hymn written in 

1855 to serve as a monthly 

post-communion reflection 

for the members of St. 

Andrew’s Free Church, 

Greenock, Scotland. They 

are set to a tune named for 

both a coastal town and a 

large bay in northwest 

England. 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

RESPONSE | HYMN 626  As the Deer

 PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 24:11-16, 20-24
    Old Testament p. 745 

 The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL | PSALM 95 

 1. Choir 2. Congregation 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SECOND READING  Matthew 25:33-45
    New Testament p. 27 

 The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

AS THE DEER—this praise 

chorus begins as a 

paraphrase of Psalm 42:1 

and later incorporates 

parts of Psalm 28:7. In some 

early Christian 

communities, people 

chanted or sang Psalm 42 

on their way to be 

baptized, and many early 

Christian baptisteries were 

decorated with deer 

drinking water. 

 

 

Psalm Response: the 

people sing the refrain  of 

the Psalm in response to 

the choir singing the verses. 

The choir introduces the 

refrain, repeated by the 

people, then the verses, 

each followed by the 

refrain, sung by all. 

Children ages four through 

six years are invited to Wee 

Worship following the 

Children’s Sermon. 

Wee Worship is held in the 

children’s classrooms 

located in the hall behind 

the sanctuary, and children 

may be picked up there 

following worship. 



SERMON  Can You Hear? REV. DR. CARY SPEAKER 

THANKSGIVING 

 HYMN 39   Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | BELHAR CONFESSION unison 

 We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest 
  in the church as the community of believers who have 
  been reconciled with God and with one another;  

 We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation 
  for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the working 
  of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a 
  reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
  one which the people of God must continually be built 
  up to attain; 

 We believe that this unity must become visible  
  so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and 
  hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ 
  has already conquered, and accordingly that anything 
  which threatens this unity may have no place 
  in the church and must be resisted.  

 GLORIA | HYMN 581  Glory Be to the Father 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

 THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  And also with you. 

 

This hymn was written as a 

meditation on 

Lamentations 3:22-23. The 

text is one of the few 

hymns among the 1,200 

poems by this Methodist 

writer and pastor that has 

gained much currency. The 

tune that appears here was 

composed especially for 

these words, and the 

pairing has proved 

enduring. 

 

Written in 1986 in South 

Africa, the Confession of 

Belhar is a protest against a 

heretical theological stance 

by the white Dutch 

Reformed Church that used 

the Bible and the 

Confessions to justify the 

harsh and unjust system of 

Apartheid.  

 

During the Prayer of 

Intercession, we pray 

silently for the petitions 

made known and for those 

of our own knowing. 

The peace may be 

exchanged with those 

around you as a sign and 

reminder of the peace 

Christ offers us. 



The PC(USA) Peace and 

Global Witness  offering 

will be received today. 

Designated envelopes may 

be found in the pew racks. 

One of four annual PC(USA) 

offerings, the Peace and 

Global Witness offering 

supports our 

denomination’s work 

toward peace and justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

CHORAL ANTHEM  Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether
    Harold W. Friedell 

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; for when humbly, in thy name, 
two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them:  

Alleluya! Touch we now, thy garment’s hem. 

As the brethren used to gather in the name of Christ to sup,  
then with thanks to God the Father,  

break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluya! 

So knit thou our friendship up. All our meals and all our living make as 
sacraments of thee, that by caring, helping, giving, we may true disciples be. 

Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully. 

 DOXOLOGY  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 Holy God, use us and use these gifts,  

  to feed the hungry, clothe the naked,  
  and honor your presence in all people,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—————THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION————— 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

GREAT THANKSGIVING responsive 

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 

Praise     God, from whom all   bless—ings   flow; praise   Him  all  crea-tures 

here      be—       low;         Praise    Him a—bove ye     Heav’n– ly      host; 

Praise     Fa—ther,  Son, and    Ho— ly Ghost.          A—          men 



 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 . . .who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

SANCTUS | HYMN 565  Holy, Holy, Holy 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION | HYMN 566  

 Great is the mystery of faith: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, 
  as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sending—we are sent out 

to live the Gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. We 

further commit, as a 

congregation, to our 

mission: “We are called by 

the spirit to glorify God, so 

that all may become joyful 

disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

Few Welsh hymns are as 

well known or loved as our 

closing hymn. This 18th-

century text that did not 

gain its popular tune until 

the early 20th century. In 

both its original text and in 

English translation, it is a 

stirring hymn of pilgrimage 

filled with vivid imagery 

from Hebrew Scripture. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

COMMUNION MEDITATION  Come to the Table
    Valerie Showers Crescenz 

Come and eat, come to the table, come and taste the bread of life, the bread of 
truth, the sacrifice of love, come and nourish your spirit, and remember Me. 

Come and drink, come to the table, come and taste the cup of life, the cup of 
truth, the sacrifice of love, come refresh your spirit, and remember Me. 

This table holds more than a royal feast; meant not just for the great, but the very 
least, you freely will receive, if only you believe. 

Celebrate, come to the table, celebrate the gift of life, My Body and Blood, the 
sacrifice of love, come and taste your redemption, and remember Me. 

    Ave Verum Corpus
    W.F. Mozart (1719-1787) 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION unison 

 Help us rise in your resurrection power 
  from this table where you, 
  the Ruler of the Universe and our Lord, 
  have served us by your own hand, 
  that we may extend your arms 
  of peace, grace, and mercy to a hurting world. 

 This we ask through Christ, in Christ, with Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

SENDING 

 HYMN 65   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE   Festive Trumpet Tune
    David German (b. 1953) 

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to Rev. Dr. Cary Speaker for 

being our guest preacher today. 



 

Welcome to Government Street! 
 Childcare is available in the nursery for infants to three-years-old. 

 New members are welcomed by profession of faith,  
reaffirmation of  faith, or transfer of membership.  

Please speak with the minister for further information. 

Nearly half of all young people raised in Christian families walk away from their faith when they 
graduate from high school. But research also tells us that parents are one of the primary influences on 
building a lasting faith in their children. Sticky Faith  is a book and curriculum designed to teach parents 
tools for cultivating faith in their children.  

Parents and grandparents, church members and church guests are invited to join Pastor Rebekah for 
this five-week series. Contract Rebekah with questions (rebekah@gspcmobile.org), and feel free to 
invite your friends! 

TODAY! 12:15—2pm 
Bring suits and towels! 

CLUB 3-4-5 
Home of Duke & Shawn Walker 

306 S. Georgia Avenue 

JUNIOR & SENIOR HIGH 
Home of Chris & Jessica King 

208 S. Georgia Avenue 

The PC(USA) Peace and Global Witness  

offering will be received today.  

Envelopes are available in the pew racks. 

mailto:rebekah@gspcmobile.org


300 Government Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36602 

251.432.1749 | gspcmobile.org 
 

 Staff  
REV. REBEKAH ABEL LAMAR 

Pastor & Head of Staff 
rebekah@gspcmobile.org 

TOMMY WATTS 
Director of Music & Organist 

Communications 
tommy@gspcmobile.org 

BARBARA WILLIAMS 
Office & Property Manager 
barbara@gspcmobile.org 

SALLY ERICSON 
Interim Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

sally@gspcmobile.org 

DAWN HEARN 
Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@gspcmobile.org 

SHELIA SMITH 
Director of Food Services 

MARILYN MILLS 
Sexton 

 
 

For the latest calendar and announcements, 
please visit us online at 

www.gspcmobile.org 
@gspcmobile 

 

CALENDAR 
Meals on Wheels | Monday—Friday 11:00a 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 
Rev. Rebekah Abel Lamar is on a family trip this weekend. She will be 
back in the office on Monday. 

 9:30a Sunday School (all ages) 
  Cherubs’ & Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
 10:30a Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00a Worship | Holy Communion 
  Wee Worship 
 12:15p Pool Parties (see announcements) 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8 
 7:00a Bible Study | Home of Rudy Nordmann 
 7:45a Bible Study | Home of Ann Adams 
 10:00a Ladies’ Bible Study | Frist Room  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9 
 6:00p Men’s Disciple Class | Library 
 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal | Sanctuary 
 7:00p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal | Choir Suite 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 
 9:30a Sunday School (all ages) 
  Sticky Faith SS Class | Fellowship Hall 
  Cherubs’ & Children’s Choir Rehearsal
 10:30a Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 11:00a Worship 
  Wee Worship 

THE SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

are given to the glory of God and in memory of  

Jake and John David Mann, Jr.,  

by Babs Jacobelli. 


