
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

JANUARY 13, 2019 | 11AM 

Called to SERVE 
WE ARE CALLED BY THE SPIRIT TO GLORIFY GOD, 

SO THAT ALL MAY BECOME JOYFUL DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST. 



Gathering 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR | 11AM 

PRAYER OF THE DAY SILENT 

Eternal God, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed 

him your beloved Son, and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Grant that all 

who are baptized into his name may keep the covenant they have made, 

and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

VOLUNTARY   

 Allegro Vivace from Water Music   G.F. Handel 

       (1685-1759) 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Rev. Paul Phillips 

 CALL TO WORSHIP | LITANY FOR BAPTISM OF THE LORD   

   THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD. 

O Christ, by your epiphany your light shines upon us, giving us the fullness 

of salvation. Help us show your light to all we meet today. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ of glory, you humbled yourself to be baptized, showing us the way 

of humility. Strengthen us to serve you in humility all the days of our life. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, by your baptism you cleansed us from our sin, making us 

children of your Father. Give the grace of being a child of God to all who 

seek you. 

Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, by your baptism you sanctified creation and opened the door of 

repentance to all who are baptized. Make us servants of your gospel in 

the world. 



Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, by your baptism you revealed to us the glorious Trinity when the 

voice from heaven proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son,” and the Holy 

Spirit descended upon you like a dove. Renew a heart of worship within 

all the baptized. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep us, your children born of water 

and the Spirit, faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called 

children of God; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 HYMN 475 

 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  NETTLETON 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION UNISON   

In the waters of baptism, O God, you have cleansed us and claimed us. 

Forgive us for resisting your grace and for denying your name. We have 

followed our own paths, and they have led us far from you. Help us to live 

into our baptisms, to trust that all we need is in you, for you have marked 

us as your own, loving us without limit. Wash us with your love again, so 

that with clean hearts we may go in the way of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

Amen. 

A TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION. 

DECLARATION OF PARDON 

 THE PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

THE PEACE MAY BE EXCHANGED WITH THOSE AROUND YOU.

 

 



 RESPONSE 

  Spirit of the Living God  

 Proclaiming the Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 43:1-7   Old Testament p. 631                                    

CHILDREN’S SERMON    

MUSICAL REFLECTION 

SECOND READING Deuteronomy 34:1-12  Old Testament p. 184                  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON    Grace at the Limits    Dr. Leanne Van Dyk 

Thanksgiving 
 HYMN 688 

 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart  MORECAMBE 

 

 

 

 



INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

LITANY RESPONSIVE 

 There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 

 There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is 

 served. 

 God works through each person in a unique way, but it is god’s purpose 

 that is accomplished. 

 To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 

PRESENTATION OF OFFICERS  Susan Miller, Clerk of Session 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS 

CONGREGATIONAL QUESTIONS 

 Do we, the members of the church, accept Brent Ericson and Allison Peebles 

 as ruling elders  and Linda Reynolds and Marcia Wyatt as deacons, chosen 

 by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus 

 Christ? 

 Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, 

 and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of 

 the  Church? 

Note: All other Elder and Deacon nominees will be ordained and installed after they complete Leadership Training. 

WELCOME & CHARGE 

 THE APOSTLES’ CREED UNISON     TRADITIONAL 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

  and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  

  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  

  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  



  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  

  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  

  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

RESPONSE | HYMN 581 

  Glory be to the Father   Gloria Patri 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER UNISON 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

  as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

OFFERTORY 

CHORAL ANTHEM 

  You Are Mine    David Haas/Mark Hayes 

I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 

You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, be still and know I am here. 

I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 

In the shadows of the night I will be your light, come and rest in me. 

Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 

Come and follow me, I will bring you home; I live you and you are mine. 

I am strength for all the despairing, I am healing for the ones who dwell in shame. All the 

blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. I am the Word that 

leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. 

I will call your name embracing all your pain. Stand up, now walk, and live! 

 



 RESPONSE | DOXOLOGY    OLD HUNDREDTH 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVINGUNISON 

O Lord, our praise hardly seems to match the wondrous measure of your 

mercy. Our lips can never express the depth of gratitude which our hearts 

feel. Under the shadow of your wings our souls have learned to rejoice. 

Goodness and mercy have followed us all the days of our life. We thank 

you that we are made to be dependent, that none of us can live totally 

alone. But most of all we thank you for you are dependable, naming us 

one by one and supplying all that we require, out of the treasure stores of 

your eternal grace. Amen. 

Sending
 CHARGE AND BLESSING 

 

 HYMN 485 

 We Know That Christ Is Raised   ENGELBERG 

VOLUNTARY 

 Allegro Maestoso from Water Music  Handel

   

 INDICATES AN INVITATION TO STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE. 

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES FOR THE DURATION OF THE SERVICE. 

Praise    God,  from whom  all    bless-ings   flow;    Praise   Him    all  creatures here be —low.   Praise 

Him a—bove ye  heav’nly   host.       Praise  Fa—ther, Son,   and    Ho—ly     Ghost.    A——  men. 











Concerns of the Church 
Welcome to GOVERNMENT STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.  

Visitor and Member cards are located in the pew racks and may be completed 

during the Ritual of Friendship and returned with the offering. 

Childcare is available for infants to three years old in the nursery.  

 

New Members are welcomed by profession of faith,  

reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of membership.  

We invite you to speak with our minister for further information. 

 The Sanctuary Flowers 

are given to the glory of God by the   

Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study Group in appreciation for  

Tommy Watts and his many gifts to our church.  

Celebrating in Worship 

Leanne Van Dyk is the President and Professor of Theology at Columbia 

Theological Seminary.  She accepted this call in the spring of 2015 and now 

serves at the tenth president of the seminary.  Formerly, she was the Dean 

and Vice President of Academic Affairs and Professor of Reformed Theology 

at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, Michigan and, before that, a 

theology professor at San Francisco Theological Seminary.  She is a graduate 

of Calvin College, Western Michigan University, Calvin Theological 

Seminary, and Princeton Theological Seminary.  The author of several books 

and numerous articles, Dr. Van Dyk is particularly interested in the potential 

of theological education to serve the church and the world. She has one 

daughter who lives in New York City. She is an ordained minister in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA).  



Worship Volunteers 
 Usher Captain: Ashford Kettler 

 Sunday Assistant: Charlotte Crockett | John Otts 

 Nursery: Nicole Riis 

 Wee Worship: Julie Otts 

 Sanctuary Preparer: Dot White 

 Prayer Chain Contact: Charlotte Crockett 478.1003 / 591.7902 

 Next Week’s Sunday Assistant: Elizabeth Boone | Sara Bryan 

Calendar 
Meals on Wheels | Monday—Friday 11AM 

GSPC is an equal opportunity provider. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 

     9:30a      Sunday School 

        Children’s Choir 

   10:30a      Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00a      Worship 

   12:00p   Deacon/Elder Training 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 14 

     6:15p Circle of Joy 

   

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15 

     7:00a     Bible Study  

           home of Rudy Nordmann 

     7:45a Women’s Bible Study  

         home of Ann Adams  

   10:00a Women’s Bible Study | Frist Rm 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16 

     7:00a Men’s Bible Study | Library 

     6:00p Men’s  Evening  Bible Study  

     6:00p Handbell Rehearsal 

     7:00p Choir Rehearsal 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 

   12:00p Thursday Forum | David Trent 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 

     9:30a       Sunday School 

         Children’s Choir 

   10:30a      Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00a      Worship | Budget Approval  

   12:00p  Deacon/Elder Training 

   345 Club Event 

Lectionary Readings for January 20 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm 36:5-10 

1 Cor. 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11 



Thank you to so many for your good and strong pledges for 2019. Annual 

pledges help so much in making plans for the future of our church. During 

this pivotal time of transition, your dedication to our GSPC’s mission, 

operations, and fellowship is so very important.  If you have not yet made 

your pledge for 2019, it is not too late to do so and is much appreciated.  

Thank you,  

Dru Oswalt and the Stewardship Committee 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS 

2019 BUDGET PRESENTATION  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 

ANNUAL MEETING 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10 (with lunch) 

DEACON & ELDER TRAINING 

Sundays, January 13 through February 3  

(following worship) 





300 GOVERNMENT STREET | MOBILE, ALABAMA 36602 

251.432.1749 | gspcmobile.org  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Known as the mother of Presbyterianism in southern Alabama, GSPC was 

founded in 1831. Worship has continued on this site since 1836 when the 

sanctuary, a National Historic Landmark, was completed. Member PC (USA). 

Rev. Paul Phillips 
Interim Pastor 

pastorpaul@gspcmobile.org 

 

Tommy Watts 
Director of Music & Organist 

tommy@gspcmobile.org 

 

Shawn Walker 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

shawn@gspcmobile.org 

Lois McNorton 

Office & Property Manager 

lois@gspcmobile.org 

 

Dawn Hearn 

Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@gspcmobile.org 

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

8AM-2PM 

Friday 

8AM-12PM 


