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All of the lectionary readings for Trinity Sunday are part of the classical texts for illustrating the 

doctrine of the Trinity.  The earliest historical records of the celebration of what developed into 

Trinity Sunday can be traced back to the Octave of Whitsun, which was the eighth day of 

Pentecost.  During the later Middle Ages, the celebration in honor of the Trinity became more 

formalized.  In today’s church calendar, Trinity Sunday marks the conclusion of the 

commemorations of Christ’s life on earth and the descent of the Spirit.  This special day also 

brings together the three persons of the Godhead.  

 

The Proverbs text (8.1-4, 22-31) tells the story of the playful feminine Wisdom that self-

proclaims herself as the first product of God’s actions and as the one who revealed the presence 

of the Maker at creation.  Psalm eight praises God, who created the world for the sake of 

humanity and assigned humans a place in the creation.  The Gospel (John 16.12-15) announces 

the coming of the Spirit and the Epistle (Rom. 5:1-5) speaks in Trinitarian terms of God, Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit.  We can also see a connection between the personified figure of 

Wisdom in Proverbs and the personification of the Word in the prologue of John chapter one.   

 

For those of you who remember from several years ago the uproar in the PCUSA created by the 

“Re-imagining” conference where the term “Sophia” was used to talk about God, this Proverbs 

text is one of the sources for that interpretation.   In your study of these texts for today, if you 

juxtapose the Proverbs and John texts, you will see how the different Biblical writers had 

differing experiences of God and the Spirit.  Clearly the Proverbs text uses feminine images, just 

as John uses masculine.  Comparisons like this remind us that when our experience with God 

seems confusing, conflicted or ironic, we stand in a long and illustrious tradition.  If you find 

yourself intrigued by the Proverbs text, then go back and read the other parts of this section, 

especially 5.3, 20; 6.24; 7.10; and 9.13.  The contrast between Lady Wisdom and the other 

women mentioned in chapters 1-9 is sharp.  The personification of Wisdom as feminine was not 

only found in Hebrew Scripture, but in much literature of ancient Israel’s neighbors.  In this 

Proverbs text, Wisdom stands in the most populated high-profile spaces of life: “the heights,” 

“the crossroads,” “the gates,” and “the entrance to the portals.”  Clearly her message is intended 

to be heard by all. 

 

The Gospel lection for Trinity Sunday is the fifth and final Holy Spirit saying in Jesus’ farewell 

discourses (14.1-16.33).  A careful reading of the farewell discourses reveals that they are both 

the parting words of Jesus to his followers and the present word of the risen Christ to the church 

in the world in every age.  Therefore the promises, warnings and instructions are in the future 

tense because they are spoken before Jesus’ death and resurrection, but for the readers of this 

Gospel they are in the present tense because the message of the now risen Christ is for us.  Keep 

in mind that when we read Spirit of God, Spirit of Truth, Comforter or Counselor, we are reading 



about the Holy Spirit.  The following is a list of the other references to the Holy Spirit found in 

the Final Discourses: (1) 14.16-17; (2) 14.25-26; (3) 15.26; and (4) 16.7-11.   

 

In this section that contains the final saying concerning the Holy Spirit, Jesus imparts wisdom to 

his followers.  The role of the Spirit is that of the ongoing teacher in the life of the church.  The 

“historical” Jesus did not address every human condition or question that might eventually arise.  

In fact, if he had, the disciples would not have been able to comprehend it all (v. 12).  For 

example, see 1 Corinthians 7.12-16 as an illustration of how Paul was guided by the Holy Spirit 

in answering specific questions about Christian living.  Jesus tells his followers that the Spirit 

“will guide you into all the truth” and “will declare to you the things that are to come” (v. 13).  

One of the learnings we take seriously from this text is that the Bible study leader or preacher is 

not just the curator of ancient records and stories, but the proclaimer of God’s word to each 

community of faith in every new age.  This text reveals that the primary guide for that 

interpretation is the Holy Spirit.   

 

The final statement in this text bears directly on the significance of Trinity Sunday.  The Holy 

Spirit will not speak or act independently, but rather will glorify Christ and reveal only that 

which comes from Christ and from God (vv. 14-15).  What we find in this statement is a measure 

by which we are to test the authenticity of the spirit leading a person or group within the church: 

are the actions and words in accordance with what we already know about God and Jesus Christ?  

The Holy Spirit will not lead the church in some direction contrary to our experience of God in 

Christ.  Especially when the church moves in a new direction, we can take that leap of faith with 

confidence when we know that the Holy Spirit leads us on a consistent path.  Once again, I refer 

to Paul as an example of how we use the Trinity to address excesses and confusion related to the 

Holy Spirit at Corinth (1 Cor. 12.4-6).      

 

Another way we can think about the activity of the Holy Spirit in the life of the church today is 

that the church does not need new information but fresh discernment, better focused eyes with 

which to read the signs of the times and the relevance of the Good News for today’s world.    The 

Holy Spirit allows the church to be a community of both memory and hope.  The challenge for 

the church in discerning the work of the Spirit is that the Spirit is self-effacing.  The Spirit 

always points toward our deepening appreciation of the Christ-event.  To discern the Spirit 

rightly pushes us inevitably to reflect on the Christ, the one about whom the Spirit bears witness.   
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