Senior High Ministry

Sunday School Proposal

Beginning Fall 2011

9:30-10:30am

9th -12th Grade

Objective: The objective of the proposal stated below is to integrate a distinguishing maker into our High School Ministry at GSPC, so as to keep the Senior High Youth engaged, challenged in their faith, and practically seeking to live it out. Through the designed 4 year plan, youth in the 9th – 12th grade will have the opportunity to journey together in community as they seek to develop spiritual disciplines and a faith they live out to others. If Middle School Ministry is about Confirmation and developing a Statement of their Faith, then High School Ministry will focus on developing and nurturing their Statement of their Journey and practically living it out. 
Rational: The drop off rate after a youth finishes Middle School Confirmation has been a problem in this particular church. However, the larger systemic issue is young adults who are falling away from the church, and never return. This Senior High Proposal holds High School Youth accountable to their faith, and the disciplines of discipleship. Furthermore, it enables them to understand their gifts, and to actively live out the ways the Lord is calling them to serve. Finally, it empowers and encourages our Senior High youth to be an active part of the church now, and not in a future hope. 
Year 1 

2011-2012

· Goal: By the end of a High School youth’s 9th grade year they should be able to articulate the Reformed Faith and Theology of the Presbyterian Church(USA). They will learn what it means to be disciples of Jesus Christ. Finally, they will begin the spiritual disciplines of daily Scripture Reading and prayer time with God. 

· Each Sunday morning, there will be an intentional check-in time to discuss the readings of the week, and to answer any faith questions they may have. 

· Year one Exit – 9th Grade Youth will share their faith through their Confirmation Examinations by the Session as they become members of the church on Reformation Sunday. They will also be asked to share their knowledge of the Reformed Faith together, in the Spring of their 9th grade year with the Middle School Confirmation Class.  

· Curriculum: A Sure Thing: What we Believe and Why

Year II

2012-2013

· Goal: Senior High Youth will continue in their spiritual practices of daily readings and prayer throughout their week. They will begin “pilgrimage” language as an understanding that they are on a journey in walking with Christ, and that Christ is the focus, the center of their lives. Chris it the one to guide and direct, and the importance of being faithful to Christ.

· Each Sunday Morning, there will be intentional check-in time to discuss the readings of the week, and to answer any faith questions they may have.

· Year two Exit – 10th Grade Youth will be asked to begin work on articulating their Faith Journey/Pilgrimage. They will spend one session with the pastors of the church, sharing their initial statement and discussing any questions they may have regarding the reformed faith or their journey of faith. 

· Curriculum: The Way of Pilgrimage

Year III
2013-2014

· Goal: Taking all that they believe the spiritual disciplines of their daily studies, and the pilgrimage that they now understand with Christ, and sharing that faith with others. Christianity is about sharing your faith, spreading the good news, and Senior High Youth will study and practice the practical ways by which they are called to do this. Evangelism for the Senior High Youth.

· Each Sunday Morning, there will be intentional check-in time to discuss the readings of the week, and to answer any faith questions they may have.

· Year three Exit – 11th Grade Youth will be asked to develop a planned practice to implement in their faith journey based upon their spiritual gifts and where the Lord is calling them to serve. 11th Grade Youth will be asked to sit in on a CE Committee Meeting in the Spring in which they will share their plan for leadership their Senior Year. 
· Curriculum: TBA – Pertaining to Faith in Action, or Faith lived out with a spiritual daily practice booklet to go with it.

Year IV

2014-2015

· Goal: As Seniors Graduating from High School this year and heading into the next chapter of their pilgrimage with Christ, these youth will hit a new distinguishing marker of their faith. The goal for this final year is to use the spiritual gifts that the Lord has given each of them and to individually share that gift with the church and/or community in passing along the faith. This final project takes their practical work from Year III and puts it into action. (For example, if I have a spiritual gift for music, perhaps I would choose to work with the Children’s Choir in learning and performing a special piece of music for the congregation). 
· Each Sunday Morning, there will be intentional check-in time to discuss the readings of the week, and to answer any faith questions they may have.

· Year four Exit – The final project is to be completed by the Spring of their Senior Year, and a Faith Journey Statement is to be articulated to the Session (similar to Confirmation’s Faith Statements Shared). 

Senior High Youth will be encouraged to:
· Have Mentors – preferably the same adults as Confirmation to support the journey of faith.

· Have Mission Experiences – throughout the year in the PYC Program and in the summer to enhance their journey of faith. 

· Have opportunities to Lead – in worship and other venues throughout the church calendar year.

· Have Pastoral support – through many sessions over the course of the 4 years with their pastors.

· Have Spiritual Retreats – through January Trips & Summer Trips with one another.
