Claiming Christ’s Family

Christian Education

2011-2012

Preamble: 

 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.”

Deuteronomy 6: 4-7

Led by the Spirit of God, the Christian Education of Government Street Presbyterian Church seeks to implement the below stated Proposal for the 2011-2012 calendar year. Christ is the Lord and Savior of all, and we are called as the community of Christ, to make Christ the center of our lives, both within our distinct particular families and within the larger family of the church, so that all may glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

By focusing on the Family of Christ this year, we seek to create avenues by which the Spirit of God might claim Christ’s family, form and nurture Christ’s family, and create within us a passion to live out the mission of the grace and love of God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Together as the Family of Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, we long to live into our Baptismal vows by empowering, equipping, and encouraging our community of faith, so that “all may become joyful disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

May God love and bless our particular families, as we seek to be the family of Christ in genuine community. 

Ministry Plan:

Fall 2011 – Claiming Christ

1. Sunday, September 25th – Screening for the whole Presbytery of the documentary – Race to Nowhere. 
· GSPC Discussion Groups to follow immediately after the screening to ask the questions, above culture: 

· Does Christ Matter – above all else? Does true faith matter? And are we willing to live as such?

· Do the baptismal vows that we make to nurture all children, and all people in the faith really matter? And are we willing to live as such? How?

· What sort of identity do we want the future generations to be striving for? What sort of identity do we want for ourselves, and our children, and our friends, and our family? And are we willing to live to achieve it?

2. Sunday, September 25th-Sunday, October 23rd (5 weeks) –Sermon Series  

· An in-depth look at the larger systemic issue facing Christianity today, in an attempt to re-claim the true name of Christ. It will answer such questions as:

· Why has Christ ceased to be important?

· Is Christ against culture? Is Christ in culture? How do we know and live out the difference?

· What does it mean that Christ died and rose again? Does it matter? How?

· What does life in Christ mean? What does it look like?

· What if Christ hadn’t come? Would we be where we are today?

· How do we reclaim Christ and live as if He matters? And how do we share that with others?

· Other projects include…:

· Pastors’ Pancake Breakfast – August 28th – Shawn has been asked to have leaves with the children and youth of the church on them to be passed out (similar to the puzzle pieces last year), to symbolize the idea of all of us being a part of this family tree, and thus being accountable to ensuring its growth and nurturing in the faith.

· Children’s Ministry – resources for families to be in daily devotion together.

· Youth Ministry – resources to practice daily devotion

· Mission Experiences – Opportunities to go and serve, and put into practice sharing the good news with others. (Including: Light of the Village, L’Arche, Mobile County Training School, Mexico, Washington D.C.  and South Africa).

· Accountability in all areas – as a way to encourage testimony and sharing in the faith.

Winter 2011 – Forming for Christ

1. Friday, November 18th – Saturday, November 19th – Parents’ Workshop
· Designed for parents of children and youth this will be consecutively with a Children’s Ministry event and a Youth Ministry Presbytery Lock-in.  Parents will work with Dr. Sinclair and Rev. Jensen to:

· Name the problems families face in passing along faith to their children. 

· Brainstorm and dialogue about practical ways in which they can pass along the faith to their children. 

· Pray and covenant to work together to achieve God’s purposes.

2. Sunday, November 20th (Christ the King Sunday) to December 25th (Christmas Day) – Reforming the Family

· During Advent we will seek to practically re-form the Family of Christ into daily practices and family worship. Events will include, but not be limited to:

· Saturday, December 3rd – GSPC Christmas – a youth Fundraiser designed for the entire GSPC Family to celebrate and prepare for Christmas. We hope to have an activity that gets the entire congregation involved, and possibly hear testimonies from congregants of every age demographic, about how they prepare and are nurtured through the season of Advent.

· Sunday, December 18th – CE Christmas Brunch –We will be given an opportunity to listen to more testimonies and models of family practices that proclaim Christ.

· Some Mission experience to engage the entire family of Christ during Advent would be extremely beneficial here. Youth have Coffee Club Christmas Party; PW does their holiday gifts; World Mission does the Mission Market, but perhaps as an entire congregation we could host a Christmas Party for Light of the Village or the Mobile County Training School to engage families in mission service for the holidays.

· Families will light the Advent wreath and share in liturgy.

· Resources:

· We will provide families with an Advent daily devotion, and they will be asked to share their weekly experience in Sunday Morning Sunday School. 

Spring 2012 –Creating the Family of Christ

1. Sunday, January 22nd  – February 12th (4 weeks) – Families Studying together/Sermon Series- Family Practices

· During this 4 week study, children and families will be given the opportunity to participate in Sunday School together during the 9:30-10:30am Sunday morning hour. In order to model the practices of faith and spiritual formation, we will run a Children and Parents Sunday School Class, Youth and Parents Sunday School Class, and Parents of College age and older class. 
· This in depth Study will ask the tough questions of what we as the Family of Christ are called to do now that we have named the problem, explored the person of Christ, and re-formed our family of faith to practice and nurture one another in the faith. It will address the questions of:
· How do I continue to be spiritually nurtured and fed? Spiritual Formation scares me.
· How do I ensure Christ is at the center? Do Spiritual disciplines really matter?
· Does Christ care if I go to church and Sunday School?
· Are my Baptismal vows even for those who I don’t like or have nothing in common with? 
· How do I avoid works righteousness? How do I know it’s the voice of God?
· What does the Lord require of His reclaimed family of faith?
2. Sunday, February 26th  – Sunday, April 1st (Lent-Palm Sunday) – Mission and Ministry

· Through the power of testimony – the Mission and Ministry for these Sundays will give children, youth, and adults to make a public proclamation of their faith, and how it has been nurtured by their particular family and the larger family of the church. 

3. Sunday, February 26th – Sunday, April 8th (Lent-Easter) – Creating the Family

· Christian Education Opportunities through Lent Include:

· Children’s Ministry Lenten Workshop – incorporating the entire family

· Sunday, February 26th – Lenten Lunch – where we will restructure the program to hear testimonies of what families are learning together about Lent 

· Sunday, March 18th – Youth Spring Luncheon Fundraiser – Will restructure to focus on the family

· Perhaps a Mission Opportunity through Lent would benefit the entire GSPC Family to engage in service and sharing the good news together in Christ’s name. 

· Perhaps more church-wide opportunities for the family of Christ to gather together and play/fellowship

· Resources: 

· Families will be given a Lenten devotional to study together.

· Worship:

· During Lent the GSPC Family will be invited to Thursday Lenten Communion

· Holy Week Services – Perhaps we can incorporate families into worship in some way. 

4. April 20-22nd – Rodger Nishioka is here for the Presbytery

· Rodger will focus his work on a call to discipleship, and the focus on the family systems in place that help to nurture children and youth in the faith. He will be asked to put emphasis on seniors graduating and our baptismal vows to nurture them to leave and claim the faith as their own, and all those entrusted in our care. He will restate the necessity to re-claim Christ, and the problems that we face today. 

· This event will be geared to children, youth, and adults/parents. 

· The time and date should be determined for this event. 

5. August – June 2012 – Session and Diaconate Worship

· During the 2011-2012 calendar year the Session and Diaconate worship services each month will focus on claiming Christ within family life.  

6. Intergenerational Mission Trip

· June 2012 there will be an intergenerational mission trip to Washington D.C. The first 40 people to sign-up will be eligible to go on The Pilgrimage and to experience a family based mission trip. 

Continual Practices

· After this year of Reclaiming Christ’s Family:

· Accountability – should continue in checking in with families about how practical spiritual disciplines are going.

· Retreats should continue-perhaps putting parents and young children or parents and youth together

· Resources – daily devotionals should continue to be provided for families

· Debriefing – families and children, youth, and adult should give feedback to the year.

· Testimonies – venues in which testimonies can be shared should continue

· Mission Experiences – mission experiences and service opportunities geared towards the family should continue.

· Dialogue – conversations should continue about new and innovative ways to live into baptismal vows, and pass along the faith. 

