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The Power of Participation by Rev. Ryan Jensen

A recent article from The Christian Century had this to say about the power of
TnNzZDmAN participation: “When a Jewish synagoque in Reston, Virginia heard that a Muslim
congregation was looking for space to rent for the observance of Ramadan, it offered its
social hall. The imam, who grew up in Sudan, said that he had never met a Jew until he
moved to the U.S. in his 20s and that his congregation’s experience with the synagogue
had shattered stereotypes. One member of the Muslim congregation said, ‘Next time |
see 3 Jewish person, | will never look at them the same.”” 1

Throughout the planning, preparation and Christian participation of this trip, how might
we encounter such a powerful change in perception? How might we learn what it means
to respect and assimilate into the culture of another! What might we learn? What might
we share of our faith? How might our interpretation of Jesus be influenced and our
stereotypes of others shattered? In an environment so different from our own, can we
allow ourselves to become vulnerable to the power, mystery and majesty of God's Spirit?

| hope that you find these questions as provocative and exciting as | do! This trip will
require 3 great deal of commitment and time; it is simply impossible to commit only
half-way to this opportunity. That disclaimer aside, these kinds of trips have the potential
to reveal God's love and grace in ways unimaginable. I invite you to consider your
participation by attending a Q&A meeting that will take place immediately following the
November 1 worship service or by calling Kathryn or me at any time before the
November 22 deadline.

1 The Christian Century: October 20, 2009. p.8.

Please attend the after worship on Sunday, November 1





